
  CARL SANDBURG P.F.S.A. BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, November 12, 2013 
 
 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by President, Susan McCurdy.  Introductions of 
members present were made. 
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Associate Principal Trisha Gikas (administrative liaison) was unable to attend, therefore no 
report was given.     
 
CORRESPONDING/RECORDING SECRETARY: 
 
Minutes were read. Laura Wagner motioned to accept the minutes. Katie Curtin seconded.  
Motion passed. 
 
Staff Appreciation was presented ahead of the Treasurer’s Report: Colleen Panega informed 
us that besides having one big luncheon in the spring, it will also be spread out throughout the 
school year.  Maybe candy bars in the staff’s mailbox at Christmas (note:  this was indeed 
done).  Doing this in order to “shine the light” on PFSA.   
 
Susan explained at this point what was done in the past, in regards to the spring luncheon.  The 
consensus was to ask for donations for specific candy bars via email.  It was noted in the past 
that a large amount of food was wasted.  Colleen suggested starting small with candy bars and 
then proceed from there. Either with a luncheon, breakfast or dessert bar.  
 
TREASURER REPORT: 
 
Terry Dyrda, treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report: 
                           
 Beginning balance as of 7/01/13                            $23,893.73 
 Total Income to date:                                                 6,942.32 
    Total Expenses to date:                                             1,449.00 
     Ending Balance as of 9/10/2013                            $29,397.05 
 
Terry wanted to point out that, $23,000 is typically held back to pay for the fall spirit wear 
ordering, which therefore leaves about $6,400 as available cash.  $12,500 is the remaining 
budgeted expenses, which leaves us with a shortage of $6,000.  She hopes that our Freshman 
Orientation and Registration events will make up this deficit.   
 
Elise Kroll motioned for approval, Koula Kelsey seconded.  The report was approved. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Hospitality:  Kathy Crotty unable to attend.  Susan advised there will be a Freshman Open 
House (January 27, 2014) cookies provided by the PFSA and help needed to attend table.  A 
sheet was passed around for those volunteers.      
 
Staff Appreciation:  presented earlier.   
 



Fundraising/Spirit wear:   Debbie Burzinski, unable to attend.  Susan explained that Debbie 
will be unable to do spirit wear next school year, therefore we are looking for a new chairman for 
this committee.  The duties for this position begins in June.  Ideally hoping to fill this spot in 
April.   
 
Sue Vari presented the “Class of 2018” spirit wear sales at the Freshman Open House and 
Registration.  Samples and pictures of designs were passed out.  We were asked to pick 
between design A or B.  A received 8 votes, B received 9 votes.  Therefore the watermark 
design was chosen.   
 
Also needed to get approval for $1,200 for reordering 100 pieces of basics for the Open House 
and Registration.  Susan asked that a motion be made in regards to this. Rose Marie Babic 
motioned and Laurie Arredondo 2nd.  Motion was approved.   
 
Elise Kroll advised that we need volunteers for the upcoming sales dates:  Wednesday, 
November 20 and Thursday, November 21 from 9:15-12pm and 11:45-2:00pm.  Also Monday, 
January 27 from 6-9pm and Saturday February 1 from 8-3pm. 
 
Membership: Ann Lindgren has the paying members no on a spreadsheet.  To date, 46 staff 
are members. A senior’s family needs to be a member all years attending Sandburg to be 
eligible for a scholarship.  An amnesty period is provided for this reason.  Last year’s amnesty 
brought in 8 more families.  Susan asked for a vote to provide an amnesty period of January 1 
through March 1, 2014.  Laura Wagner motioned, with Renee Crain 2nd.  Motion was approved.   
 
Scholarship:  Elise Kroll has headed up this committee the past several years. The process of 
the scholarship was explained, from beginning to end.  This year Laura Arredondo and Liane 
Birk have volunteered to shadow Elise and then take over for the 2014-15 school year.  Several 
options are up for discussion as to how the PFSA would like to proceed with the monies for 
upcoming years.  Option 1: Do we want to consider no scholarships and only purchase wish list 
items.  Option 2:  Combination of both scholarships and purchases or Option 3: Lower the 
scholarship amounts from $1,000.  The PFSA needs to vote on this at our February 11 meeting. 
 
Communications:  Koula Kelsey introduced herself.  She explained the purpose of the PFSA 
and how can we be more involved; and also help parents, by providing them with a service.  Do 
we want to provide more than spirit wear and scholarships?  She would like to provide them with 
more information.  Let’s provide them with an information booth at freshman events, such as 
freshman orientation.  Maybe have a card to pass out information, answer written questions, 
students help.  Susan asked for a motion to approve a “parent-to-parent” program. 
Sue Vari motioned for approval, and Katie Curtin 2nd.  The motion was passed.     
 
D230 Parent Advisory Report:  Susan explained this group meets 4 times a year.  The 
Technology Department asked for feedback on the website.  Example, couldn’t find an email 
address for parent organizations at the on-line registration.  If you have any technology 
questions or comments please email infopfsasandburg@org.  Regarding safety, there will be an 
“Active Shooter Drill”.  No students will be present, this will only have staff participation.  Also, 
the technology department is trying to make WiFi more readily available, especially to parent 
groups, i.e., the spirit wear sales.  Lastly, our PFSA is the only parent group for the three high 
schools.  Stagg is starting an organization (Stagg Community Organization) as well as Andrew 
(Thunderbolt Parent Pride Organization). 
 



New Business:  We need a President-Elect and Spirit Wear Chair to shadow now.   CPO 
(Sandburg parent organizations meet with Principal and Assistant Principal) discussed whether 
to raise the fee for all three parent organizations (PFSA, Sports Boosters and Music Boosters) 
from $10 to $15. 
 
The January 11, 2014, meeting was moved to February 11 due to the financial decisions that 
need to be made, specifically in regards to the scholarships. 
 
January 7, 2014 the core curriculum guides will be available on-line. 
 
Finally, what is our future for PFSA, what is our role?  There is still a need for spirit wear to fill a 
void.  Maybe topical meetings. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: 8:29 p.m. 
 
Renee Crain motioned to adjourn.  Liane Birk seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Next meeting is February 11, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 


