
  CARL SANDBURG P.F.S.A. BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 
 
 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by President, Susan McCurdy.   
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Associate Principal Trisha Gikas (administrative liaison) reported the following: 
 

- The snow days will be made up, but the date will not be finalized until the February 
Board Meeting.  (Possibly the last day of school will be May 30?) 

- At the February Board Meeting the new 2014/15 Calendar should be announced. 
- Juniors will be getting their ACT test results shortly.   
- We are now in full swing for next year.  Had the Freshman Open House and 

Registration.   
- All students are registered.  Once the numbers are in then the classes will be filled, and 

then in turn the staffing needs are decided.  This is done district-wide. Everything is done 
to save jobs. 

- The 1-1 Initiative with Technology.  Last semester half the teachers were working with I-
Pads and half with Chromebooks.  And this semester they have switched. 

- John Connolly, Director of Technology, has done a phenomenal job. 
- Now teachers can apply for next year’s Technology Initiative.  Then team reviews the 

applications and award accordingly. 
- Bullying – 1C, teachers, with the students are designing their own programs.  I.E., 

Theme Thursdays, as well as a making a bullying video. 
- Some teachers are still struggling with availability, so working on fine-turning this 

problem. 
- Senior Honor Night to be held on February 25th. 
- Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, March 13th.  Parents can call or 

go on-line to register beginning March 6th.  Sandburg is switching to a new server so 
they should not encounter any overload problems. 

-  
Administrative changes: 

- Trisha is retiring. 
- Terry Treasure is joining Staff as the new Athletic Director. 
- Dr. Julia Wheaton is moving over to D230 as the Asst. Supt. of Human Resources. 
- There are many internal candidates for the openings.  Which is turn some 

announcements will be made at the February Board meeting. 
 
TREASURER REPORT: 
 
Terry Dyrda, treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report: 
                           
 Beginning balance as of 7/01/13                            $23,893.73 
 Total Income to date:                                               19,470.24 
    Total Expenses to date:                                             1,491.87 
     Ending Balance as of 2/11/14                                  41,872.10 
 Cash Reserve              (23,000.00) 
 Available Cash as of 2/11/14             18,872.10 
 Total Remaining Expenses             17,635.63 
 Overage                 1,236.47 



 
Terry told us that the Freshman Open House and Registration brought us back into the black. 
 
Elise Kroll motioned for approval, Colleen Panega seconded.  The report was approved. 
 
We also need to decide at this time how many scholarships to offer and the dollar amount.  
Susan recommends keep scholarships the same but still donating so that people know that 
PFSA bought the item(s). 
 
Items on the Sandburg Wish List are: 

- Water bottle refill station. 
- Donating a bench once the “check-in” entrance is moved to the circle drive, making this 

the new main entrance.  (A “man-trap” will be completed this summer). 
-  

After much discussion, Terry Dryda motioned to keep ten $1,000 scholarships, for a total of 
$10,000.  Colleen Panega seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
It was also discussed whether we maintain the Enrichment Grants. 
 
CORRESPONDING/RECORDING SECRETARY: 
 
Minutes were read. Elise Kroll motioned to accept the minutes. Colleen Panega seconded.  
Minutes were passed. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Hospitality:  Kathy Crotty unable to attend.  Susan reported that people much preferred to just 
drop off cookies when they came, instead of emailing ahead that they would be donating. 
 
Staff Appreciation:  Colleen Panega said that the gift of candy bars made to the staff in 
December went well.  (Candy bars were put in the staff’s mailbox with a note of appreciation 
from the PFSA.)  People were very generous with their donations.  The only glitch was that the 
staff at the Front Desk was unaware as to why the candy bars were being dropped off.  
 
Susan suggested doing another one during finals week.  There are six departments/offices.  To 
be discussed again at our March meeting with suggestions. 
 
In regards to the luncheon, Colleen will need help that day, as her committee can’t take off of 
work and help on April 28th.  Susan wants people to donate items for the luncheon, i.e., plates, 
napkins, etc.  “Spring” is the theme.   
 
Fundraising/Spirit wear:   Debbie Burzinski, nor Sue Vari were to attend.  Susan said Sue did 
a phenomenal job with the “Class of 2018” spirit wear sales at the Freshman Open House and 
Registration.  Sue ran the whole thing.   
 
Hope to have another day or two of sales to get rid of remaining spirit wear (baseball hats, bball 
shorts, sweatpants and long sleeved t-shirts).  
 
Membership: Ann Lindgren was unable to attend.   
 
Scholarship:  Elise Kroll.  Susan said the amnesty period runs to March 1st, no exceptions, if 
not a member. 
 



Communications:  Koula Kelsey was unable to attend.   
 
D230 Parent Advisory Report:  Susan reported that all three buildings will be getting a “man 
trap” entrance.  Also, the curriculum going to PARCC (tied to common core). 
 
Question to Tricia:  Is there a person assigned to watch the North door drop off?  Answer was 
yes, from 6:45-8am, a Deans Aide is stationed there.   
 
Also, the Active Shooter has been rescheduled to a TBD date. 
 
New Business:  Really need positions filled, especially Spirit Wear. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: 8:15 p.m. 
 
Laurie Arredondo motioned to adjourn.  Colleen Panega seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
Next meeting is March 11, 2014, at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 
 


